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REPORT OF THE CIVIL afROLLUTICS BOAID
ann The
Investigation ef a Mid—Air Cellision Between Two
Local Instyuction Flaphts

A mid~a1r collusion which eccurred approxirztely 1i riles northeast of
Meadville, Pemmsylvania, about 11:40 a.m. on Qctoher 4, 1943, resulier in fatal
mjuries to Instructnsr Rey Franklar Gooa and his student, Jeres K. Sanour, in
Piper J54, NC 38293, and Instructor (larence Daishop Iicot and nis stadent,
febert Stewart Phillis, an Piper J3L-65, [IC 41559. PBoth Good and Loot hela
cenmmercial pilot certificates 'nth sinele-engine land, 0-330 h,p., and fl1ght
wmstructor retings. Good tad flowm approximately 354 solo hours, asout 231 of
¥hich vere 1» the type plane involved. Eoot had accurmlated aprrosirmately
862 hours of solc flight time, sbout $36 oi thich were in the type plane in-
velvad, Stuaents Samour and Phillis were War Trainirg Scrvice trainees re-—
celving tne Army inaocirination course poth sircrait, ovmed by tne Deiense
Plant Corperation and Lieoing operatea vy Granar Lviation Flying Senools, Inc.
in the War Training Service progran, hwrio aestroyed by impect ana fire.

Instrurtor Good and Trainee Sancur toox off from the Ieadville pirport
in Piper NG 28293 lor practice ared Mo, 9 at anrroxamately 11:00 a.n. The
purpose of the Ilight wes to give Sanour o final 10-! our cress—check f1l1cht,
which consists of correcting any bac flying habivs the trainee mght nave
acquired and observine his technioue generallw. At arwrexiwately the sanre
time, Instructor Reot and Treince Phillis took oif from the same airport in
Bipcr NC 41559 for the purpose of givang Philliis his 9th one-hour lesson. They
were assigned o practace area lo. 5, located scouth of area lio, 9 and a.vaded

frem 1t by a highuav.

About 11:20 a.m. Poot'!s plene was ovserved rarsuverirg 2crobat.callv at
a let altatude and divang at a gioup ef farmers -rorkang in their Ii¢las, vhach
were vell 1nsiae the beoandary ef practice arca Ilo. 7, assigned to Instructor
Geod. This type of flvaing was contirucd for arproximetelr 15 or 20 nnites,
rith Reet and his stadent vavaing and shoatinge to tne obscrvers on the ground,
The aircralt vas then clambea to about 1000 feot ano -=s neadang soulth 1n
levsl tlaght when the plane eccupizd bv Gocod ena Sapour aciaved Zre1 the north-
west flying at amvroximatels thais seme eliivaoc. 2oot, banking froa sice to
gide, still maintain.d his southerly hcading. Good, on nassing hir, erccabed
a lecp, followea by a steep claimb tnich turiinadtid in his aircraft siriking
the fuselage of Root's planc «t a peaint airecltly under the front seet. Cood's
plane was developing consid.rable powsr ab the tire and 1ts nose soction and
the wooden propeller, shatterrd at the hab, inbedded in the fuselage of the
other aircrafit, destroying ats control struciur: at tne torgue tube ana hasc
of the stack., The t o planes, intu:lochod, trevelaa about 1000 fcet 1a a
southorly direciion, then cresaed to the ground an o f121d 100 Zeet pnocta of
the southern bo.ndary of area No. 9, whore tooy 7ore destroyed by 111 ..

Examinatior of the rreckage reveal d no inarcat_or of far1lure ol anv pars
of citn.r aircraft prior vo the eollision. The tocy of Sarcur, who had octu-
pred the front seat of NC 38293, as lyirg 40 feet act of the vrockage. Hoe
hed vidently jump.d at an alsituce too lov for ris parachute te function, as
the rip-cora was pullcd completely oat ard the perachute suretched out partly
unfelacd besid: the hody. Instructor Good aovmarently triec to lcawe the air-
craft and bhis body - 2s found oatside tne doorvay. Both occupants of the other
aircraft, equipped iwth paracnutis, .ore found in their resprctive scats watlh
safetv belts fastined
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Instructor Geod and his student ere fljing in their assigned
practice area, vhile Instructer keot ond Student Phillis irere not 1n
the area te 1/hich they had becn assigned. Pricr to the collision both
arrera £t vere being flown acrohatically st a Lo altitude, zn violaticn
of Cavil Arr regulations and TS contractual requirements. Instructors
Cood and Root tere not regularly ossigned to the Arrmy indoctrin-tion
course at this oper~aticn, but had been called upon to instruct vhile -
walting assigment as flight anstructors in on Arry Instructor Course,
scheduled te start on Qctober 15, Investagation revesled thot neither
instructor vas famailzar ~rith the practice aress assigned to thom nd both
were dependent on thelr tr-insss to showr them the boundaries. The maps
usec to define practice oress ot this oper-izon ere not clearly outlined,

fhile disregard for practice arer houndsries by Instructor Root <ras
1 prime factor, ihe probable airect c-use of tnis .ccident vms the occtron
of Instructor Good in executing an acrobotic mancuver in clese nroximuty
to the other aircraft.
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